USC MPH PROGRAM 

PRACTICUM WAIVER CRITERIA


Description 

The Practicum is the culminating experience for all students in the MPH program.  Students are required to complete field training hours (400 hours) and participate in the accompanying grant writing seminar (PM 593). Certain students may be eligible for a partial waiver of these requirements. Requests for practicum waivers are considered and approved on an individual basis. The procedures for requesting a waiver are provided below. 
Wavier Eligibility Criteria
Automatic waivers will be given to students enrolled in one of the USC MPH professional dual degree programs (i.e., MD/MPH, PharmD/MPH, PhD, Clinical Psychology/MPH or PPDPT/MPH). Dual degree students register for 4 units of PM 593 and complete 200 field training hours.  No additional paperwork is necessary.
Students with previous public health employment may be eligible for a waiver of hours. Applications will only be considered if students can verify three years of continuous, paid, public health employment prior to enrollment in the MPH program.  Students receiving a waiver due to previous public health experience register for 8 units of PM 593 and complete 200 hours. Public health work involves organized community-based efforts. Clinical experience involving individual patient care or health facility administration is not considered relevant public health experience.  
Relevant public health experience must include involvement in at least one of the following activities: 
· Assessing, monitoring, or conducting surveillance of health conditions or delivery of services in a population;

· Establishing public health objectives and priorities;

· Conducting basic or applied research on population-based health problems including the behavioral, biological or environmental risk factors; or
· Designing, implementing and/or evaluating policies and/or intervention strategies/programs.
Waiver Instructions
Students shall submit a 2-3 page (single-spaced) narrative describing relevant public health work experience, including the following sections:
· Description of specific duties performed;
· Discussion of the impact or relevance of the experience to public health, 


     highlighting knowledge, theories and concepts covered in MPH coursework;
· List of skills/competencies gained in the experience (see MPH general and track specific competencies specified in the MPH Learning Outcome Inventory); and
· Reference/contact person (preferably someone who supervised you) so that employment/involvement with the agency can be verified
Waivers should be submitted at least 4 weeks prior to registration in PM 593. Please remit to: 
Thomas Valente, PhD 
Director

E-mail: tvalente@usc.edu
Rose Chon, MPH 

Assistant Director & Practicum Coordinator
Email: rchon@usc.edu
Waiver Decisions

Once received, a review committee will assess the waiver. Students will be contacted by the Program’s Assistant Director within two to three weeks with a decision. Decisions of the panel are final.  A letter confirming a waiver of hours will be sent to the student. 
